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RISE OF THE SUPERBUG


Answer before watching the video

1. What is an antibiotic? What types of diseases do they treat? Have you ever taken antibiotics? If so, which?

2. What do you think it means for a disease to be resistant to a drug, such as an antibiotic? List some issues related to treating a disease caused by bacteria that are resistant to antibiotics.

Answer during the video

3. List four places bacteria can live.

4. What did Alexander Fleming discover?

5. Explain why drug resistant diseases seem to flourish 3rd world countries.

6. Explain why not finishing your antibiotics can strengthen bacteria.

7. What is a “Super bug?”

8. Explain why pharmaceutical companies are not developing antibiotics at the same rate as blood pressure and cholesterol medications.
Answer after the video

9. How is the emergence of antibiotic- resistant bacteria an example of natural selection?

10. Discuss what our lives would be like if most bacteria adapted to the presence of antibiotics and became resistant to them.

11. Why are antibiotic-resistant bacterial infections such a big problem in hospitals?

12. How does human behavior give rise to resistant strains of bacteria? Why does the overuse and misuse of antibiotics pose to be such a problem, both for those who overuse or misuse them and for the overall health of the public?
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